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Falwell’s
beliefs
damaged
Ameriea

HND!(AHD COLURNIST

By the nme
of his death fast
week, ferry Fal-
well had be-

his coomania
and verbalex-
The organization he
iounded i 1979, the Moral Ma-
orty, had tong since disbanded
and b name had become asso-
crated wath right-wing dogma.
He will be semembered i much
for his ridicnons pronounce-
such as blanung gays
femintsts, amony others., for
N - s for sy

NGOG

ments

ttacks

sartweless, his mfluence on
Sinctican politios husosadiyv,
Been protound, He and Tis fol-
fow theocras have ereated a chi-
v of intolerance for diversity,
distrust of scaence. and disre-
trer the wadl of separation

n church wnd state, Thom-
o would weep for the
ibiic he helped w birth.

Fadwell was among o handfut
of anibitious activists who saw
ihe potential m marmying the Re-
'm!‘!u m Party to ultraconserva-

v Chrstianity, an alhance that
::mgmlml the mtluence of the
South in natonal politics and
boosted the fortunes of a born-
agam governer mned George
W Bush

Ascendant Christian conserva-
tves forced tradinonal Republi-
vans = those who believed i a
nOre Circtmspeet govermment
that staved out of adults” bed-
rooms anwell as their pockets —
to swallow their principles, The
Grand Old Party ix now hostage
0w group of Hat-carthers who
crolution. mock gays, de-
nounce stem celd research, sus-
pect contraceptives and believe
Al Marstims are gotng to hell In-
deed, some of 1 wiually
tu confiagration in the Mid-
Zast hecavse they believe it
witl hasten the Seeond Coming
o Chrst

And that's not all. When
fsush ascended to the White
House Howed lovahty to him
«nd o Christian fundamentalism
o dominate the hiring process.,
Competence no !vn%r matters.
<t do top- noteh educationat
sdentiads and expertise.

Graduates of fundamentalist
( ‘m\nm mstitutions. especially

alwells Liberty University and
Ewmmnn s Regent U niversity,
i en piven free rein. (Well-
reapected hut fess dogmatic uni-
sersities founded with a Chris-
Gt pussion, such as N(ﬂfC
Dame. are suspect) Regent law
school graduate Monica Goodl-
g - who recently resigned
Irom the Justice Department be-
cause of her central role in the
hurgeoning scandal there — was
given broad control over hising
attorneys. despite her imited-ex-
perience.

In his book “lmperial Life in
the Emerald City.”” Washington
Post reporter Rajiv Chandraseka-
ran wrote that.similar loyalty
tests-were used in the hiring pro-
cesgiforithvse charged with re-
hailding Traq. Two applicants
told Charidrasékaran they were
asked their vigws on-Roe v.
¥
retonstruction process. was
doomed from the start:
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Our Opinion

Unfinished Business

There’s still work to do in ldm ming harsh Rockefeller drug laws

he 34th anniversary
of the Rockefeller
drug laws passed
month without fan-

Yet the more thap
15.000 mostly African-
American and Hispanic
offenders incarcerated
under some of the harsh-
est drug laws in the land
would surely have liked
someone to notice. Too
many non-violent drug
offenders remain impris-
oned under laws that in
some cases require stiffer
penalties for possessing
small amounts of cocaine
than for committing rape or man-
slaughter.

And although almost every po-
litical leader. past and present (in-
cluding those who drafted the
lock-em-up-and-throw-away-the-
key statutes in 1973). believes the
laws are archaic. the momentum
for change seems to have slowed
considerably. Three years ago, the
Drop the Rock campaign by celeb-
rities such as hip-hop mogul Rus-
sell Simmons. and other efforts
from lawmakers and advocacy
groups like the Drug Policy Alli-
ance, brought some changes. but
they didn’t go far enough.

Under the reforms. which were

treatment programs,

file photo / Al Campanie,
DARNELL BRANDON, serving 20 years to life at Auburn Cor-
rectional Facility for cocaine possession, sent money to Syra-
cuse’s Samaritan Center from his pay making license plates.
The center helped him when he was released last year as a
result of reforms.

further amended in 2005, some
drug offenders with Class I and 11
felonies could apply for resentenc-
ing. which could make them eligi-
ble for release. Some sentence
times were shortened. But many
non-violent drug offenders did not
benefit from the changes, and
Gov. Pataki and legislative leaders
agreed that the reforms were only
a first step.

The Assembly seems motivated
to continue the work. Last month,
it passed more reforms, including
the much-needed provision that
gives judges discretion in sentenc-
ing, which would allow them to
send non-violent offendersto drug

where many belong. The
Assembly plan also
lengthens sentences for
drug kingpins.

But the Senate, which
had resisted drug law
changes for so long, has
not moved on the issue.
Some critics have sug-
gested the Senate doesn’t
want to change the laws
because Upstate commu-
nities would lose some of
their prison populations,
which are included in
Census counts. Commu-
nities with lower Census
counts could face redis-
tricting.

It is doubtful that senators are
that callous or calculating. But
whatever their reasons, they have
not been pushing the reforms.

The Senate and Gov. Eliot
Spitzer, who has backed drug law
reform, need to re-engage in this
effort. It would also be nice to
hear Attorney General Andrew
Cuomo's voice on this issue: he
has a history of fighting for the
cause,

Next year, there should be no
35th anniversary commemoration
of drug laws that have punished
some non-violent offenders more
than child rapists and killers.

Outlock once was good

A little over a year ago, there were
high hopes for B.G. Sulzle, the surgical
manufacturer in Salina, now due to close
within the next 18 months.

In February 2006, Angiotech Pharma-
ceuticals Inc., of Vancouver, British Co-
nnounced it was purchasing the

1y that melms 200 people. No
layoffs were planned. **Angiotech has in-
tellectusl property related to pharmaceu-
ticals, and they want to marry it with
medical devices,” said David Sheridan,
Sulzle’s controller. *‘They think there is a
competitive advantage 1o be had there,
Our position here is it's a real positive
event.!!

But'on Wednesday . former CEO Rob-
ert Piétrafesa said Sulzle, which em:
ployed 700 people inits heyday, was§
closing. The company’s plant' manager
would:not comment; and an‘émployee
said workers were instructed niot'to talk:
either.

Whata'difference a year makes: Un=
fortunately::not a positive differénce for
employees, or the area:

Consider This

Anyone con win @ gual

The Bloomberg Gun Giveaway in Vir-
ginia has hit a snag.

It was billed as a reaction 10 New York
City Mayor Michael Bloomberg's
paign to curb the '‘straw purchas
firearms for criminals in lax gun-control
states; New: York City sued.two dozen
gun déalers’in - Virginia and four other
states after undercover agents filled out
the required forms and bouight weapons -
for their undocumiented companions. This
i5 how many glins end up in'the wrong
hands'in placm like New York City:

A pro-gun group called the Virginia
Citizens Defense League announced it
would give araffle ticket for every $100
a'cistomer spends at giin dealers in Rich-
mond and Danville Two lucky winners
wold feceive a free handgunand rifle:

Enter the state of Virginin, saying the

< raffle’is illegal “—unless the raffle tickets

are handed out wnhout requiring a pur-:
chase! .

At last report. the Defense League had
postponed the original stunt, but would
proceed With'a new, wide-open gun raf-
flei Stay tuned for the résults.

The ‘gresnest’ of them ol

Elet and John Callahan’s **green
house!” beside Skaneateles Lake in Spaf-
ford:was not:built 1o raise hothouse flow-
ers:Architect:Andy Ramsgard and build-
er Kevin Stack had something else in
mind: to'¢redte the most environmentally
advanced house i New York state.

They succeeded: The U.S. Green
Building Couincil recently gave the Caila-
hans’ house: Neéw.York's only “'gold™
rating ~~‘one of only four in the nation.

The hotise 15/something of a demon-
stration project, with'its soy-based insula-
tion. in-floor radiant heat. recycled glass
shower tiles| cabinets made of wheat-
Straw. boards and concrete foundations
using recycled fly a6k The heatifig and
coohng systems are rated 94 percent effi-

cient. The builder lovingly preserved tall
maple trees aroundithe house:
-may stll cost a bit moréto build a
like the Callahans’ than conven-
tonal structures: Butthe priceis commg
down 4s other builders catchithe “green’”
bug. Syracuse's Center for Excenence in
Environmental and Energy | Systems and
affiliated Central New York enterprises

are poxsed 10 lead the way.

Will France
let go of
entitlement
mentality?

GEORGE WILL
SYHDICATED (DLUMNIST

Arson is a
form of com-

feft, so at least
1.000 vehicles

were torched by
N disappointed

| supporters of the Socialist presi-
dential candidate Segolene

| Royal after she was defeated
53-47 by Nicolas Sarkozy. Last

: spring, rioting was the lefU's eco-
nomic argument when the gov-
ernment proposed. then retreated
from. legisiation that would have
made it somewhat easier for
husinesses to fire younger work-
ers in the first two years of em-
ployment. The tdea behind the
legislation was that employers
would be more likely to hire
workers if it were not a legal or-
deal to fire them. The rioters
were, of course, mostly young.

France's unemployment rate
is 8.7 percent, nearly double the
U.S. rate of 4.5 percent. Among
persons under age 23, a cohort
that supported Royal, the rate is
21.2 percent, and is apt to stay
there unless Sarkozy can imple-
ment reforms that irritate rioters.

Sarkozy has a mandate from
an 84 percent turnout. Seen.
however. in the flickering glow
of smoldering Peugeots. his
chances of fundamentaily re-
forming France seem fragile, and
his idea of fundamental reform
—- he remains an ardent protec-
tionist — seems pallid. Never-
theless, his attempt merits Amer-
icans” attention because he is
confronting. in‘an especially vir-
ulent form. a problem that is be-

- coming more acuie here: the cul-
tural contradictions of the
welfare state.

Two decades ago. the socio-
logist Daniel Bell wrote about
“‘the cultural contradictions of
capitalism’ to'express this
worry: Capitalism flourishes be-
cause of virtues that its ﬂour-

 ishing undermines, I1s s
requires thrift. industriousness
and deferral of gratifications, but
that success produces abun-
dance, expanding leisure and the
emancipation of appetites. all of
which weaken capitalism’s
moral prerequisites.

The cultural contradictions of
welfare states are comparable.
Such states presuppose econom-
ic dynamism sufficient 1o
generate investments, job-cre-
ation, corporate profits and indi-
viduals' incomes from which
come tax revenues needed to
fund entitleinents: But welfare
states prodiice in‘titizens an enti-
- tlement thentality and a low pain
¢ threshold:

The 16w pain threshold causes
a ruinous:flinchiffom the rigors,
insecurities; uncéttainties and
dislocations inhiérent inthe crea-
tive destriction of dynamic capi-
 talism:The flineh takes the form
of protectionism,

Twenty-five years 420 Presi-
dent Francois Mitterrand,'a so-
cialist who'had won eleciion by
promising 1o ‘break with the
logic'of pmmabmt\ was keep-
ing thitt promise and: in the pro-
cess; Killing socialism He'prom-
ised stimulative $pending
through expanded éntitlements. a
short work week with no re-
duiced compensation. job-¢re-
ation through public spending,
and higher taxes on the investing
| ¢ldsses. So productivit and
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